
  
 
 

ADMINSTRATION COMMITTEE 

Monday 26 November 2012 

TESTING OF PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES EVERY 6 MONTHS FROM 
 SIX YEARS OLD 

 
Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that this Committee adopt revised procedures that require 
private hire vehicles, that are six years old, to be tested every six months. 
 

Summary 
 
The report details a proposal to introduce a vehicle testing policy for private hire vehicles 
aged 6 years old and older, to bring them in line with the Council’s policy for Hackney 
Carriages. 

Statutory Powers 
 
Section 50 and 68 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act  1976 

 
 
 Introduction 
 
1. Currently the Council has a policy of testing and inspecting hackney carriage 

vehicles every six months when the vehicle reaches six years old.  Private 
hire vehicles are only tested every year with an inspection and MOT. 
 

2. Section 68 Local Government(Miscellaneous Provisions)Act 1976 allows 
authorised officers of the Council to licence vehicles as well as empowering 
Police Constables to inspect and test such vehicles. This power is not limited 
to any number of tests per year and can be used for “spot checks” where 
there may be concern about safety of the particular vehicle. 
 

3. The Act also enables vehicles to be tested on a regular basis. Authorities use 
this power to test the vehicle during the period of the vehicle licence. 
Without prejudice to the provisions of section 68 of this Act, (which relates to 
immediate suspension or revocation of a vehicle) the proprietor of any 
hackney carriage or of any private hire vehicle licensed by a district council 
must present their vehicle for inspection and testing by or on behalf of the 
council so long as reasonable notice is given. This will not occur on more than 
3 separate occasions during any one period of twelve months. 



  
 
 

Background 
 
4. Vehicle Testing - There is considerable variation between local licensing   

authorities on vehicle testing, including rulings on age limits. The following 
issues should be taken into account: 

• Frequency of Tests - The legal requirement is that all taxis should be 
subject to an MOT test or its equivalent once a year. For Private Hire 
Vehicles (PHVs) the requirement is for an annual test after the vehicle 
is three years old. 

• An Annual Test - For licensed vehicles of whatever age (that is, 
including vehicles that are less than three years old) an annual test 
would appear to be appropriate unless a Local Authority imposes 
conditions that suggest more frequent tests are necessary. More 
frequent tests may be appropriate for older vehicles -see ‘age limits’ 
below.  

Local licensing authorities may wish to note that a review carried out by 
the National Society for Cleaner Air in 2005 found that taxis were more 
likely than other vehicles to fail an emissions test. This finding perhaps 
suggests that emissions testing should be carried out on an ad hoc 
basis and more frequently than the full vehicle test.  

• Criteria for Tests - For mechanical matters it would appear 
appropriate to apply the same criteria to Taxis and PHVs as those for 
the MOT test.  The MOT test on vehicles first used after 31 March 1987 
includes the checking of all seat belts. Taxis and PHVs provide a 
service to the public, so it is appropriate to set criteria for the internal 
condition of the vehicle, though these should not be unreasonably 
onerous.  

A manual outlining the method of testing and reasons for failure of all 
MOT    tested items can be obtained from the Stationary Office (see 
http:www.tsoshop.co.uk/bookstore.asp)  

• Age Limits - It is perfectly possible for an older vehicle to be in good 
condition.  Setting of an age limit beyond which a local authority will not 
license vehicles may be arbitrary and inappropriate, but a greater 
frequency of testing may be appropriate for older vehicles - for 
example, six monthly tests for vehicles more than six years old. 

5. Evidence shows that private hire vehicles travel a great number of miles per 
year than a town based hackney carriage.  Private hire vehicles take bookings 
to travel to and from the many London Airports, with some vehicles doing this 
journey several times a week.  The Council has one operator who specialises 
solely in this type of work. 

6. The Council currently licenses 106 hackney carriages and 440 private hire 
vehicles. The average hackney carriage yearly mileage of the vehicles 
checked is between 25,000 and 33,000 miles and similarly of the 16 private 
hire vehicles that were checked showed  an average of 49,000 miles. With a 
few doing over 100,000 miles. 



  
 
 

7. As this Council permits both hackney carriages and private hire vehicles to be   
licensed over 6 years of age we could in order to promote increased safety, 
introduce a policy that all vehicles over 6 years old will be inspected every 6 
months. Appendix A indicates what other authorities in Hampshire do in this 
respect. 

8. When vehicles have an MOT at an authorised VOSA garage and the MOT 
certificate identifies advisory information (non MOT failure items) these faults 
should be rectified as soon as possible.  The Council’s depot, for example, 
issues advisory information for tyres when they are at 3mm when the legal 
lowest limit is 1.6mm. 

9. It would be unreasonable if the Council were to impose immediate 
rectifications of the advisory information, however Council officers can carry 
out follow up enquires on any MOT that has any advisory information attached 
to it. 

10. The issue is not about the age of a vehicle is but about how well it is  
maintained and its suitable for use as a Taxi or PHV as the Council’s primary 
objective is to ensure public safety.  

 Financial Implications 

11. There is no financial implication for the Council in supporting this policy 
though with some concerns were expressed by the Private Hire 
representatives. 

Risk Assessment 

12. There has not been any risk assessment carried out for this report.  More 
frequent testing should lead to the improved mechanical condition of vehicles 
and thereby provide greater public safety. 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

13. An equal opportunity assessment has been carried out and this policy if 
adopted will bring private hire vehicles in line with current hackney carriages. 

Conclusion 

14. There is a statutory provision to test private hire vehicle under this Act. In 
adopting the six monthly vehicle testing process, all our licensed vehicles will 
be treated equally. 

15. If the Committee were minded to introduce this policy it would come into force 
from 1st January 2013. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report. This list does not include any published works 
or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information: 

None 


